Description of Route Across Arizona--California at the Colorado River  to New Mexico





	In putting together this route, my intent  was to find a way to drive across the state that involved the least amount of pavement driving possible.   Over the years, I  had often  wondered if  I could connect the different areas of the state that I had visited  into one long continuous route from border to border.  Study of the Delorme Arizona Atlas and Gazetteer suggested possibilities and weekend  exploration trips began to reveal roads that could be used to piece the sections together.  I finally decided that I had done as well as I could expect.   So last Easter, April of 2000, I took a marathon trip on the route of 500 + miles that let me cross  from California to New Mexico on about 2 miles total of pavement driving.  If my math is correct,  the ratio of pavement driving to dirt driving was about  1/2 %.





 My vehicle is a  1968 FJ40 Landcruiser with Chevy V-8 and Chevy 4 speed transmission.  I am running 31 x 10.50 tires and have a 15 gallon auxillary gas tank giving me a fuel capacity of about 33 gallons.  For this crossing of the state, there is only one refueling station for either food, water or gas available on the route.  It is at the I-10 crossing about 300 miles to east. The only towns encountered will be the outskirts of  Eloy and Wilcox Arizona.  I  usually carry about 15 gallons of water.  For the state crossing adventure, I loaded in food supplies for  6 or 7 days, even though I had only 5 days available.   I left Tucson on Day 1, drove to California and started the trip back.  I drove more than 10 hours on each of the first four days.  On the morning of the 5th day, I completed the crossing and returned to Tucson.  It was more than 40 hours from California to New Mexico in the dirt.   Interestingly, crossing the state on the Interstate to set-up and return home was about 8 hours.  





I carry the normal spare parts, electrical and fuel related.  This trip is not a test of vehicle strength.   Under normal dry conditions, the four wheeling is moderate.  There should be no damage done to  truck bodies or drivetrains.  Sections can be quite brushy, however.   There is a fair amount of driving to be done in sand.  The test is going to be in your endurance.   It takes a long, long time to get the job done!  I guess that there will also be some skill required in navigation.   It will be necessary to get your vehicle height at no more than 7 feet at least temporarily to get through a railroad culvert near Estrella.  An inability to be able to do that will add miles of pavement to your trip!  That height is the height of my landcruiser plus a Yakima bike rack.





The route crosses the southern half of the State from Hiway 78 south of Blythe California to Hiway 70 north of Lordsburg New Mexico.  It  is made up of connections between  county roads, power and gas utility roads, canal levees, and many ranch trails.   And it is by no means a straight line.   I turned north or south or even westward as needed  to be able to directly drive across a paved  road rather than to have to move up or down its length.  This movement would probably seem pretty strange to a person just wanting to get across the state!   I also wished to stay off  the utility line roads as much as possible.  They do not seem to cross as interesting country as some other roads.   The route crosses these pages in the Atlas:  Pages 70-Inset 1,  54, 55, 56, 57, 65, 66, 67, 68, 69





You will  pass through some of the more remote areas of the bottom half of the state.  There  is one section  that is at least 100 miles and two other sections of more than 80 miles between paved road crossings.  In the middle of those areas, it could be a long walk in any direction for help.  Roadside assistance from a passing vehicle could result in a very long wait.  On one road on the Kofa Refuge, I was the first human sighting for a group who had been camped there for a week.  Many of the roads could become serious 4wd when wet.  They could also require 4wd under normal conditions depending on  the  vehicle's set-up.  I would have used it much more if I would have still had my three speed transmission.  





 Some of the roads can be traveled at  fairly  high speeds (25-30 mph) ,  but a large part  of  the route is pretty slow going(5 mph or so).   Some of these poorer roads are quite obscure.   The definite 4wd areas are near Oracle and San Manuel Arizona, the middle part of the trip.   If one contemplates driving the route in one trip be aware again that it is a VERY time consuming.  There are plenty of natural things to stop and look at, but there is no escaping the time required behind the wheel!   Even though I had been on all sections of the route previously, there were a couple of times, I had to re-search out the correct route.





The primary vegetation type encountered will be Sonoran Desert Scrub.   This will persist from the Colorado River to a bit past Hiway 79 which probably encompasses 2/3 of the route.   Upper Sonoran Oak Juniper Grassland dropping to mesquite grass woodland will  appear near Oracle and north of Wilcox.  East of Hiway 191 plants will be typical of the Chihuahuan Desert.





Most folks would probably find the spring and fall the most enjoyable time to make this trip.  The rainy seasons could make large sections of the route very difficult.  These are winter and late summer.





 I did make this trip alone.  I enjoy that challenge.  I brought along my mountain bike as a spare vehicle.  There was  also a cell phone, cb radio, and a 2-meter hand -held on board,  but truthfully, I don't know if the radios would really work or not, because  I didn't try to make contact with anyone.  I did make one call on the cell phone to let my wife know where I was,  but I didn't try the phone other than that one call...so I don't know what coverage is like on the route.  





The route crosses federal and state trust land.   There was probably a small bit of private land also.  I did not cross any private land that said to keep out.  I camped out for the duration of the trip.   One section of the route crosses the Kofa Game Refuge.   They do have specific rules pertaining to camping and fires etc.  Those regulations are pretty reasonable as compared to those on the Cabeza Prieta for example.  Permits are technically required to cross state trust land, but having a valid hunting license gives permission to cross.  I think that prospectors may also enter worry free.   I don't know ANYONE who has actually ever obtained any state permits.  There is NO state land access enforcement division.  I have been poking around for more than 35 years and never been asked.  If you would like to contribute to the state of Arizona,  do your research.  By the way, in the West, leave gates as you find them.  If there is a small red tag, that says that the gate is to be kept closed, then close it if you find it open.  


  


The route:





Hiway 78 in California to Hiway 95 in Arizona:   Page 70 Inset 1 and page 54





I will describe the route as I drove it from west to east.   I will refer to the Delorme Arizona Atlas and Gazetteer.  I will also name the topo maps that you will find roads on that are not shown in the Atlas.  By the way, when I was researching the route, I did not have the topo maps.  I found the route by driving the roads.  Since then my wife has given  me the Delorme Topoquad CD's for Arizona. 





In many cases there are multiple ways to go.  In those instances, it is only necessary to end up at what I will call a gateway, a place to cross a paved road directly at a right angle or to drive its length for the shortest distance  that I was able to discover. 





I gassed up in Ehrenberg, Az on the Colorado River before crossing into Californa at Blythe.   I then traveled south on Hiway 78 past Palo Verde about 3 miles where I crossed eastward to the Colorado River on a dirt road.  The coordinates are:  N 33 23 and W 114  43.   This road travels eastward about 1/2 mile to the river.   You will turn north a short distance on the levee to a one lane bridge that crosses the river and starts the journey across the state.   Recently,  I have gone back and extended the route westward to the Salton Sea in California.  The crossing of Hiway 78 from  that portion of the route occurs about 2 miles south of here  just north of the Stallard Road Intersection.--See the Southern California Atlas.   You will end up at this same bridge if you are coming from the Salton Sea.  There is a couple hundred feet of pavement on the Arizona side of the bridge down to the canal levee road.  Turn north on the levee road.  In about 4 miles you will cross the first paved road on the route.  It  is about 30 feet wide.  This is Neighbors Blvd. and comes south from Blythe.  Continue  on the river road.  In about 1 mile there will be a good road that branches to the east.   In the distance you will see large piles of rock.   Head for those piles, skirting them to the right.  





The good dirt road  that you come to when you go around the piles is  Cibola Road.   Turn left or northeast on Cibola Road.   In a few miles you will be on page 54 and will begin to see signs giving warnings about the Yuma Proving Ground.   Apparently access is denied to the south of the road, but it is ok  to venture out and explore to the north. There are a lot of ironwood trees and washes to pull off  to camp.  Travel eastward about 9 1/2 miles to a major fork in the road.  Your turn will be to the left, which eventually leads back to Ehrenberg.   Travel towards  Ehrenberg about 2 1/4 miles.  As you approach a low hill that is at the side of the road,  turn to the southeast on a jeep trail. At this point, the route cannot be seen in the Delorme Book.   





You will need the North Trigo Peaks, Trigo Pass , and South of Quartzite 7.5 minute maps to make your way.   Basically, what will happen is that you will wander over to Trigo Wash, travel up the sandy wash, pass between North Trigo Peaks and South Trigo Peaks to connect to the dashed line road that is shown in Delorme. You get onto that road by exiting the wash to the left as you come to the end of a ridge, which is seen clearly on the topo quad .  The exit co-ordinates are approximately N. 33  27 and W 114  23. There is a game watering station just out of the wash--not shown on the maps.  Tracks continue up the wash. You will need to be looking carefully.  There are  several roads in the area once you leave Trigo Wash   Use the 7.5 topo maps to identify the one you want.  The one shown in Delorme is actually one of the more obscure and rougher trails.  Probably not 4wd for most folks, but still slow going --5 mph.. Your  movement will be towards the Weaver Pass road,  which you will pass by  to  skirt the Cunningham Mountains.   As you pass the Cunninghams, you will have extensive views to the southeast across the empty desert towards the Kofas.  You will eventually come to a road that is labeled in the Delorme books as AV 24 East. This is not a prominent road and is not signed.  You are there  when the road such as it is turns north.  In several miles, you will see a cross country power line. This line is shown on the South of Quartzite topo quad.  Turn to the east on the road just to the south of  the line.  In a mile or so you will come to Hiway 95, the second paved road on the route.  This crossing will add another 30 feet or so to the pavement total. You have come about 39 miles since leaving the bridge at the Colorado. 








Hiway 95 to Hiway 85:    Pages 54, 55, 56 





When you cross Hiway 95 onto Blevens Road, you will soon be entering the Kofa Wildlife Refuge.  Stop at one of the  roadside stands and pickup one of their maps that outlines regulations.  Roads on the refuge are signed and numbered.  Not all roads that are shown in the Delorme Book are open on the refuge.  As in the previous section of the route there is more than one path that can be taken.  This part of the route is the most remote of all.  On the several scouting trips, and the trip that I made to drive the route in its entirety, I never saw more than one vehicle  once I was off the gas line road.   In the central portion of this section, you are a long ways from any paved roads.





Blevens Road is a high speed dirt road that in a few miles changes to a gasline utility road.  There may be quite a bit of traffic on this road. You will pass an official Refuge campground at Crystal Hill.  In 


about 22-23 miles, you will come to road #16.   In the Delorme book this is called the Wilbanks Road.  You will turn to the south on this road.   It  is a much poorer road.  In about a mile or so you will pass the rock Kofa Cabin.  It has always been locked whenever I have passed.





The topo quad that covers the area south of Kofa Cabin is Owlhead.  You can see in the Delorme book, that the road drops into the wash in several miles.  This is pretty fun driving and quite scenic!  Sights to see along the wash are  the metates at bedrock crossings and the monument that comemorates the founding of the refuge. The monument is a huge rock cairn with a plaque.  It is not marked on the Delorme Map or the topo.  It is just south of Owl Head Dam on a short spur road that climbs out of the wash to the west.  This is about 7 miles from Kofa Cabin.    From the monument on south, the road becomes quite rough and obscure in places.  There are a couple of sections that engaging 4wd might make passage easier.  Slow and easy are the keywords.  Since I now have a granny gear transmission, travel has become much better for me!   It will be necessary to keep a sharp eye out.  You leave the wash and cross overland through pretty interesting desert country.  This section of the refuge does not seem to get much travel.  You will see huge towers of rock in the distance particularly to the west and south. The trail  eventually drops into Hoodoo Wash.  You are about 20 miles from where you turned off the gas line road.





A short distance up Hoodoo Wash from the Wilbanks Road intersection is the wooden Wilbanks Cabin.  Our route is eastward down Hoodoo Wash.  This is shown as a dashed line in Delorme.   The wash is fun to drive in and out of..and there are lots of places to camp.   The only folks I saw in my last crossing were here in the wash.  They said that I was the first person they had seen in a week.    In about 8 or 9 miles,  the road comes to Hoodoo well, which is marked as a mine but not named in the Delorme book.   There is an interesting cabin here that is open.  And there is a game watering facility at the well.   The register in the cabin indicates that there is some occasional traffic that passes through.





Eastward from Hoodoo well, use the refuge map to make your way to the # 34 road.  In the Delorme book this is the road that heads NE to Red Raven Wash on page 56. The intersection is marked.  It is a fairly rocky 2wd road. This road travels eastward to Red Raven Wash and Hovatter Ruin which is not marked on the refuge map or in Delorme.  It eventually becomes Hovatter Road, although its connection is not shown in Delorme.   The Ruin is about 1 mile west of the Refuge boundary in Red Raven Wash. There are no buldings at Hovatter Ruin, but there is an interesting circular driveway of alternating sahuaros and ocotillos.   If I remember correctly, there are nearly one hundred cacti.   There are two graves on the hillside to the south of the ruin.  There is also an old rusting schoolbus on the property. 





Delorme shows the road paralleling Red Raven Wash on its southern side.   That road is no longer open.  You will cross the wash at the ruin and make your way eastward across the hills to the north of the wash.  Stay on the better traveled road.  In about a mile,  you will come to one of the eastern entrances to the Refuge with signs, pamphlets etc.





Studying the Delorme book, look eastward a few miles from the Refuge boundary and Red Raven Wash, you will see a triangular arranged set of intersections.  The northern point of the triangle connects to a road that is labeled  Sheep Tank Mine Rd.  That road is no longer open across the refuge.  At the eastern point of the triangle is a split in roads.  The northern ,or upper split,  turns to the north and comes out at I-10 exit 53. There are no facilities at that exit. but the road from the refuge does become better and better going in that direction. It could perhaps serve as an escape from the route.  The  road is labeled Hovatter Road.  The lower split  turns to the south towards Red Raven Wash.  This is your road.  The  point of the triangle is about 4 miles from the Refuge gate.  As the book shows, you will cross a wash and then immediately turn south.  From the gate, you will have passed through a mining area and will have passed at least one other turn off.   I don't know if those connect to our route or not.    





The  road south is another slow traveling road with sections at wash crossings quite rocky .and rutted.  The surrounding hills are particularly dark.  This is more empty country.  You will pass another game watering station that will be on the left.   In about 3-4 miles,you will cross Red Raven Wash and then come to a major 4 way intersection.  There will be a  BLM stick that gives the road numbers.   You want to turn eastward onto to road #6.  The westward turn, in the past, would have led back to Hovatter Ruin.  Continuing south leads to roads that can turn back onto the refuge, which I have done, or continue to the Hyder road which I have not done.





Eastward from Red Raven Wash, the intent is to cross to the road labeled on the Delorme Map as Palomas Harquahala Rd.   This passage is not particularly rough, but it is slow going.   You are traveling across the grain of the country, so there are a lot of wash crossings to be made.  This area is part of Babbitt's proposed Sonoran Desert National Park.





It is about 15 miles across to the Palomas Harquahala Road which is BLM road #25.  Turning north at the Palomas intersection, it is a short trip north to Clanton Well.  This is a set of abandoned steel tanks at yet another intersection.  There is  large wash here, just like  the many  that we have previously crossed  in which to camp.  At Clanton Well, the route heads  northeastward.  The road is called the Arlington --Clanton Well Road.   This is a better dirt road that seems to be graded once in a while.  As you travel eastward on this road, you can see the rugged EagleTail Mountains to the North.  The road eventually comes up against  the southern boundary of the EagleTail Wilderness.  At this point, there is a fork in the road--shown on the Delorme map.  The left fork continues along the boundary of the wilderness.  You can see the shiny survey markers. It crosses over a low pass to the west of an outlying section of the mountain range. The southern fork , probably the main road is shown on the Delorme Map as swinging southeastward and then turning north around the very eastern end of the mountains.  I like taking the left fork.  In a short distance you will come to a green pipe gate across the road.  The first one in the trip.  As you make the turn to the east around  the hills, you will see buildings in the distance.   Head for those.   In a mile or so you will come to another gate at a set of corrals.   There is an interesting sign on the corrals.   Go through the gate and turn north.





You will immediately come to a house with a wide, good graded road in front that heads east.   Turn onto  that road.  And if you are like me it will feel good to open up the throttle at this point after so many miles at 5- 10 mph.   You will be traveling through active and inactive farm country.   In about 8 miles you will cross Centennial Wash, which will be signed.  About 4 miles east of the wash, you will come to a cross country natural gas line.  Turn southeast on that road. Under normal conditions, this is an easy 2wd road. The road  is shown on the Delorme Map  page 56 as a straight, red,  dashed line angling southeastward toward the label  "Gila Compressor".  Creosote bushes are the primary vegetation in this area.  Stay on the gasline road to the railroad tracks at Crag.  There are several gates to open at the tracks.  Cross the tracks and continue on the gasline.  You will eventually cross the Agua Caliente Road.  Stay on the gasline.  If  I remember correctly, turning onto the Agua Caliente Road will necessitate care near the pump station to avoid a paved road coming up from the main highway.  By keeping on the gas line road, there are no problems.  At the pump station, avoid pavement and make your way around the station to the south and pick up the gasline again.   In about 3-4 miles, the gasline drops down to the Gila River and the Gillespie Dam Hiway.  This is paved road number 3 on the route and the first one that you will have to drive down its length a ways.  We have come about 170 miles from the Colorado River and  about 130 miles since the last paved road.





Turn east on the Gillespie Dam Hiway and immediately enter a steel bridge that crosses the Gila River.  As you look to the north, you will see Gillespie Dam which was destroyed in a flood of the river in the  90's..  As soon as you can, get off the pavement to the east.  This will end about 1/2 mile of pavement driving.  At this point you can drive in the cleared area between the pavement and the road on the canal edge or on the canal road.   I remember signs that indicate that the area is private.   I was given the impression that the signs are for liability purposes rather than for prohibition to enter.   I have seen drivers on both sides of the canal.  The route continues eastward on the power line.   The problem is getting across the canal.  My notes are not clear how far south on the canal road that it is necessary to go get across the canal.  They indicate that it may be 1.5 -2 miles.   My memory doesn't seem like it is that far.   Any way head south to a drop in the canal.  The break is done to let drainage cross.  It is a narrow fit through the drop.  Turn back north on the canal road on the east side.   You are headed back  to the continuation of the gas/power line.  You will have to make the judgement where to make your crossing.  You will be passing abandoned fields that separate the canal from the power line.  There is also a dirt drainage ditch that separates the canal road from your objective.   I have crossed that ditch early and made my way across tracks through the fields and also have gone clear back to the power line before making the crossover.  Once on the gas power line, it is about seven or eight miles to Hiway 85, which is the main paved road north out of Gila Bend.   On weekends there is a lot of traffic.  This is paved road number 4 .  You will be directly crossing over to the other side.





Hiway 85 to  Hiway 84              Page 56 , Page 57  Page 65





This next section of road is probably one of the most wash-boarded roads I have ever driven on.   It does ease up in several miles.   You will  head directly east for about 2-3 miles.  At that point the gas line turns to the southeast.   Delorme notes that you are crossing the southern edge of Little Rainbow Valley.   The vegetation is the typical Ironwood and Palo Verdes.  As you just enter page 57, you will see that you pick up a set of hills that are close to the road to the south.  We will be leaving the gas line road  in about 5 miles. This is necessary, because there is no direct access to the gas line on the south side of Hiway 238. Once the turn is made, it may take several tries to get on to the trail that is shown in the Delorme book as going south  to Hiway 238 and  Estrella.  As you make your way on this road south, the road gets pretty narrow, probably from ATC traffic.   At about  6 miles, stay left, a good road to the right is signed as going up into the wilderness.  In about 3 more miles, you will come to a cross road--shown in Delorme as a right turn to the west. and skirting the southern boundary of the North Maricopa Mountains Wilderness.  This is the Butterfield Stage Route.  There is an interpretative exhibit with info about the route.  The road through the pass is pretty rough in a couple of places, but 2 wd.  In a few miles you will come to the remains of a watering station for the stages.  At about seven miles from the interpretative exhibit you will turn south to Hiway 238. 





Hiway 238 is paved road number 5 in the route.  When you get there, turn east for about .1 mile on the pavement.  You will then turn right or south along the tracks.  Shortly you will come to a culvert.  Hopefully, you will be in a stock height vehicle to be able to pass through!!  In my landcruiser with a bike rack, there are just a few inches to spare.  The next section of trail is not obvious from the Gazetteer., although the basic route is shown.  It will be extremely helpful to have these 7.5 minute quads:  Bosque, Estrella, Conley Well, Enid and Mobile.  You will be making your way eastward from the tracks to the railroad siding at Estrella.  The vegetation continues to be Ironwoods and Palo Verdes.  The mountains are volcanic or granitic in nature.  The road is shown well on the topos.  It is a moderately rough 2wd road.  Travel is slow.   . By the way, the reason that we did not continue south from the Butterfield Stage Crossing to Estrella is that there is currently not a crossing over the rails at Estrella. At Estrella continue eastward slightly as shown on the topo  Do not take the  road to the south which simply ends at the wilderness boundary.  As the topo shows, you want to be heading towards the hills in the distance.  This section of road can be seen in the Gazetteer.  You will pass the tank in section 20 when the road turns south.   You are now following the northern  boundary of the South Maricopa Mountains Wilderness.  The road is not shown in the Atlas as continuing,  but it does, curving  into the "hollow" of the wilderness turning to connect  with the road shown on the other side.  At this point you are in section 28 on the Conley Well topo.   As the topo shows, there is an old shaft and a dump south into the wilderness.  The road turns to the NE.  You will make your way several miles to Middle Tank and then turn eastward.  Creosote bushes are now the dominant vegetation.   At Twin Tanks, you have a choice, turn north toward Mobile Well in Section 32 of the Mobile Map or to turn SE to the ruins in section 17 of the Conley Well map.  For Atlas viewers, this is the first fork in the road that is shown in the road from Estrella.  It is just to the left of the words "MOBILE VALLEY" .The road  north  is extremely rutted and very very sandy.  If you go that way, just north of Mobile Well turn east to intercept the gas line road, which is the angled road trending southeast  across Hidden Valley.   The smoother route is SE from Twin Tanks.  For Atlas users, this is the road that heads towards Booth Hills and then turns North.  At Twin Tanks, you are going to be leaving unihabited desert .  From here to I-8 south of Peter's Corner, you are going to be encountering rural residences.  As you get closer to the interstate, the density of people is going to increase dramatically.  The roads will still be dirt, but there will be few places to camp.  By the time you get to the ruins near the Booth Hills , you are on a major, but rutted road.  Continue north past several houses and landing strips a couple of miles.  The road turns east.  It no longer continues north as shown on the topo maps.  Travel east for a couple of miles.  This will bring you to a signed intersection: 83rd Ave and Schumacher.  There is a section marker also.  Turn North  a bit more than a  mile to the Gasline Road at 33 2.05 and 112 14.22.  Turn SE on the Gasline road. 





 In about 3 miles you will come to a  steel towered power line.  This power line is not in the Atlas.  Turn south on the power line road.  The power line snakes through some rocky hills.  In about 3 miles you will pass out of the hills and drop into Vekol Wash.  This can be a formidable crossing when it is wet.  In a couple of more miles, you are in a dense, rural, residential area.  Turn left on the first residential road after you cross a  wooden pole power line.  The road is Desert Valley Road.  Travel east to a T intersection. This is Sage.   Turn south to Barnes.  Travel Barnes east  about three miles to Amarillo Valley Road.  Turn south on Amarillo Valley Road about 4 miles to Meadow View Road.  Go east on Meadow View a bit more than 2 miles to cross over Hiway 347, the 6th paved road on the route.  Immediately after crossing 347 turn south on the east side of the canal.  It is just a few hundred yards to Hiway 84 at Peters Corner.  There is a restaurant and a small store to the west at the intersection.  But if you drive, there will be pavement!





Hiway 84 to the I-10 Crossing at Exit 208  Page 65





At Hiway 84, you have come about 270 miles, driven on pavement for .6 or .7 of a mile and crossed  7 paved roads.  The route continues across Hiway 84 on the canal road.  There were no signs to keep out on the east side of the canal.  Travel along the canal road to the southeast about 1 mile to Smith Road.   Turn south on Smith Road.  In about 2 miles, you will approach Interstate 8.   There is a paved section of Smith Road under the freeway that is about .1 miles long.  From the interstate it is about 2 miles further south to intercept the steel towered power line.   Turn east on the power line.   From here to Stanfield Road are probably the last convenient places to camp until you pass Picacho Reservoir more than 50 miles to the east. 





 This section of the route does not appear in the Delorme Gazetteer.  The power line does appear on the Indian Butte Topo.  In about 3 miles or so, you should pick up a wooden -poled cross country power line.   Continue eastward to pole number 134.  Near here you should see tracks north through the desert.  Follow those until you pick up an east west trail at N 32 47.8.  Turn east.  This road should bring you to Stanfield Road, a north-south paved road which is number 8 for the trip.   If you have done things correctly, you should be able to cross directly over Stanfield Road to a good road on the other side.   This is Marsh Road.  Two miles east or so on Marsh Road should bring you to the northern edge of a field.  Continue east along the field.  You will then make a jog over and through Santa Rosa Wash.  Pass along the edge of the next field to Russell Road.  Cross Russell Road, a dirt road and continue eastward a couple of miles to Midway Road.  Look to the right and you will see a canal.  Turn south and then east on the canal road.   I have always driven on the north side.   Follow the canal road for 5 miles or so.  By Thornton Road you will be off the canal.   Continue east on Shedd Road from Thornton for 1 mile.  You will now be at paved Chuichu Hiway which is paved road 9.    Continue eastward on Shedd for another 2. 5 miles to Isom road which is trending southeasterly along the Casa Grande Mountains.  At Henness Road turn south through the fields.  Several cross roads here are paved.  Houser which is 9 for the route, Battaglia number 10 and maybe Alsdorf?  possibly number 11, I don't remember, and I didn't write it down.  At this point in the trip, the gas gauge was on E and had been for  a while.  I was wondering how far I was going to have to ride the bike to get gas.  I guess that I lost  my concentration!     As you go south of Alsdorf,  you will come to an intersection marked by a steel Quonset Hut(half- cylindrical) building.  Continue south along the edge of the field to its end at an east -west trending power line.  Go east on the road north of the power line.    In about a mile, you will come to paved Lamb Road which is number 12 on the route.  At the time that I drove the route,  the pavement of Lamb had just been extended about 100 yards.  In frustration, I drove across Lamb and then turned south on the canal path to where I could  clear the end of the new pavement on Lamb.    Drive south on Lamb about 1 mile to Phillips Road.  Turn east on Phillips for about one mile to cross paved  Sunland Gin Road which is paved road 13.  Continue three more miles eastward to paved Toltec Hiway, number 14.   It is then 3 more miles to Eleven Mile Corner Road.   Turn north for one mile to Milligan Road.  Turn east on Milligan.  This used to be a paved road.   I don't consider that there is enough asphalt remaining to count it--my rule was, if I can see dust, it isn't paved.    It is about 1 mile to the truck stop at Exit 208  on Interstate 10.   You will encounter pavement at a cattle guard just before the truck stop.  It will be about .9 miles of pavement to the next dirt.   There is a restaurant at the truck stop, showers, gas, ice and some very basic food supplies at the store.   You have come a bit more than 300 miles from the Colorado River.   To this point, which is more than half way across the state there has been about .7 miles of driving up or down two paved roads plus another  450 feet of pavement directly  crossing another 14  roads. 





I-10 crossing to Hiway 77.  Page 66  Page 67





When you are re-supplied then head north over the Interstate.  Immediately, take the first right.  This is the  longest stretch of pavement on the route. As mentioned, this will add .9 mile to the total. Head east around the field.  At its eastern edge take the road north that follows the drainage ditch. Do not cross the ditch.  You will cross the railroad tracks and then Hiway  84 which is paved road 15.  Continue north, this is La Palma Road.  You will stay on La Palma  for about 6 miles or so to Cornman Road.  Early on, you will cross Battaglia Road paved road 16.  





At Cornman turn east about two miles toward Hiway 87 which is paved road 17.   Travel east on Cornman to a small north-south cement canal ditch.  Turn north on the road that parallels the ditch and cross a rickety wooden bridge over a dirt canal.  Turn east on the road that follows the canal.  This road is an extension of the Selma Highway.  However Selma Highway is paved west of  Hiway 87.   You will approach the berm of Picacho Reservoir in a mile or so.  Continue around the southern edge of the lake and turn north.  Continue to where the word "flume" appears in the Gazetteer.  Cross over the canal that has been to your right.  Make your way south through the desert until you come to a fence.   It is a ways.  Turn eastward along the road that parallels the fence.  You will come to a north-south fence.  Go through the gate in the east-west fence.  Now make your way diagonally to the southwest to a clear area.  Turn south through the clear area to a gate.  Go through the gate.  You are now on the extension of  Cornman Road.  These jogs from the flume are to avoid some private property on Cornman Road.  Turn east on Cornman.  You will see a tall brown tower in the distance.  You are heading for it.  Before getting there, you will encounter at least one gate at a set of corrals.   One of the buildings that you see is supposed to be associated with one of the early stage coach lines.  You will come to the CAP Canal and the tower shortly.  This is the Brady Pumping Plant. The water in the canal is raised here to a higher level.  In the Atlas, you are at the intersection of  Brady Pump Road and Cornman Road.  .   The topo that covers this area is Picacho Reseroir.  It may be helpful at this point.  Cross the underground section of the aquaduct to the north.. There is a very short section of paved road here.  Just drive on the side of the road to avoid it  At the fork that has the Pioneer sign pointing to the left take the right fork.  Pioneer is the current name for the North Star Mine area that you will be heading for.  The people at Pioneer are not letting folks across their property.  Go east a half mile or so.  Continue on the left when the road curves to the right into the Canal area.   After the cattle guard and once over a small dike turn to the south .  You will be following the perimeter fence for the Canal.   In about a half mile pick up the road labeled  on the topo as 4wd that is heading east.  This road is shown in the atlas, but having the topo is a better guide with respect to landmarks.   Continue eastward across sections 14, and 13. At section 13, you will need the Picacho Reservoir SE topo to continue.   In section 18, at the top of a short steep area, turn north toward North Star Mine.  In a mile or so you will see the piles of rock.  When you come to a fenceline turn and follow the fence east and then northward.  When even with the piles, but to their east.. turn on the obvious road heading out eastward across the desert flat.  You will follow that road across sections 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 as shown on the topo.  It is associated with a wash and  when dry is rough 2 wd.  The vegetation is ironwood, paloverde, creosotebush.  In section 12 you will come to a wide graded road, trending NE.  This is Deepwell Ranch Road.   Turn northward. about  three miles to the El Paso Natural Gas Line.  Turn east on the gas line road about 2 miles to cross Hiway 79, which connects Oracle Junction and Florence.  This is paved road number 18.  





Cross Hiway 79 and go through the gasline gate.  At this point there are no maps that really show the many roads that you are going to encounter.   I believe that you can follow the gasline to the SE.  I usually follow one of the ranch roads that trends more eastwardly.  You are headed for Freeman Road, a wide, graded county road.   I don't believe that you can go wrong, if you just head eastward, especially sticking to the heavier traveled roads.   At Freeman Road turn northward and travel to its intersection to the west with the road in the Atlas called Willow Springs Ranch Road. Its correct name is Barkerville Road.   Continue past this first intersection to the second intersection in about 2 miles to Willow Springs Ranch Road to the east.  Turn east on the Willow Springs Road.   I have never camped on this section of the route, which is now in oak, grass woodland.   You will encounter signs about not cutting wood etc.   I don't know if you would be hassled or not.  There is an elderly rancher lady who patrols the roads and gives people heck.  She doesn't own the entire area!   I have seen hunters camps in the area. 





 In about six or seven miles from this intersection, at coordinates:  32 45.2 and 110 54.7 you want to take a turn to the left at a  Y intersection to the left.  In the Atlas, this is shown as the road that one can use to access Yellowjacket Road and  Camp Grant Wash Road. On the Black Mountain topo, this is the intersection in section 9 off of the Willow Springs Road.  At the first fork stay right passing under the cross-country power line, and at the large wooden corrals that come up next stay right again.  At the third fork go left through the fence.  Usually the gate is closed.  It is several miles to the large ranch complex, where you will intersect a road labeled in the Atlas as Willow Springs Drive coming in from the right.  It is not signed in real life!  Turn to the northeast past the ranch operation.  The road is now called Camp Grant Wash Road.  In about two miles you will cross Camp Grant Wash and come to Snyder Well.  You will see the windmill before you get there.  Turn off the main road through the gate that goes east past the windmill.  The coordinates are:  32 44.08 and 110 49.1  Then turn south.  Go about .3 miles and turn up the wash with the tracks.   Lots of mesquite firewood here!  This mesquite woodland that you have been in will last until you drop into the San Pedro River Valley.  There you will encounter the last Sonoran Desert Vegetation of the trip.  The co-ordinates of your current position are:  32 43.87 and 110 49.18.





You will receive little help from any maps through this next section. But you should have access to North of Oracle topo for guidance to see where you are wanting to get to.    On the topo you want to get from where you are currently  to the unnamed stock tank in Section 34 that is just north of the pipeline road.  Its coordinates are: N 32 41.52 and 110 47.82.  From there you will go northeast to the intersection of the pipeline road and the Nelson Well Road.   The co-ordinates for that intersection are:  32 41.5 and 110 46.41  The pipeline road is the one that is angling across the topo.  It is not visible in Delorme.  





   Drive up the wash.  In about .4 miles,  at 32 43.6 and 110 48.95 stay right!  When I recently redrove this section of the route, the left fork was more obvious.  Movement of cattle may obliterate tire tracks!  You should see a faint road going up a hill in the distance.  Move toward that hill but  turn in front and stay in the wash.  In about 1.5 miles of wandering, hopefully there are tracks to follow,  you should come to a fence with a gate.  The fence appears to be on a section line near the corners of sections 21, 22, 28, 27.  The co-ordinates are:  32 42.95 and 110 48.38.  Go through the gate.  3/4 mile later at:  32 42.44 and 110 48.45  you should see a faint road to your left out of the wash.  Turn onto that road.  Either go straight ahead or turn hard to the right up the small hill.   The description that follows is to the right.  You will be on a ridge looking out toward the Catalina Mountains.  It will be about 1.4 miles to the intersection with the El Paso Natural Gas Line.  Just before the intersection, you will pass the stock tank you were shooting for. It is on the left.  Turn to the left or NE on the gasline road.   In about 1.3 miles you should be at the Nelson Well Intersection. There is a gasline monitoring station located here.  Stay on the gasline road as it drops off the hill.  In about 1 mile, just before you get to the hills in front, you should see tire tracks turning down a wash to the east.  You do the same.  The co-ordinates are:  32 41.84 and 110 45.57.  There will be a gate shortly.  Go through the gate.  From the topo you will see that you are heading for Tucson Wash.  This is pretty country down in the canyon.   You will soon intersect Tucson Wash.   Do not take any of the gasline exits out of the wash.   It is a couple of miles down to Black Hills Ranch. There is a gate in the main wash just before the house.  Go through that gate.   The house is occupied.   Turn out of Tucson Wash to the right through the gate between you and the house.  Head up towards the house and then eastward out the good road.  This road is shown in Delorme.  It is the road from Tucson Wash out to Tiger Mine Road.   From the high points on this road, you can look north to the headframes of the San Manuel Mine, a huge underground operation that is currently shut down.  You will also pass a fenced off area, that someday will be the surface expression of that mine.  Its about 1.5 miles from the ranch out to the intersection with the Tiger Mine Road.  





  The Tiger Mine  road used to be paved, and probably could be left out of the tally.   The only asphalt really left is between the treads.  We will be generous and count it.  Turn south.  In .2 miles you will turn to the left, eastward, up a power or telephone line road.  It is pretty steep.  I turned the hubs for the first time, but did not actually have to use 4wd until a bit later.   Follow the power line to the south.   In about 1.3 miles a road will cross coming down the hill from the west.  Turn left or to the east on that road.  Go down to the wash and then down the wash.  In about 3/4 mile,  you will see a cement trough on the right and you will notice a metal tank up on the ridge to the right.   Take the turn that goes up to that tank.   At the top,  turn north through the opening in the old fence on an obscure track that proceeds out on the ridge.  Follow the road off of the ridge and down into the next wash.  Not far down the wash,  .4 or .5 miles  you will pick up an old gas line road that comes steeply down off the western side of the wash and proceeds steeply up the eastern side.  Turn to the east.  This is the first place that I used 4wd.  It is steep, and rutted in places.  Continuing, you soon come sharply down to Hiway 77 and a gate in the hiway fence.  This crossing is not shown in Delorme or on the Mammoth Topo.  The coordinates are:  32 39.56 and 110 41.86.   This will be road number 19.  Carefully cross the hiway and go through the gate on the other side.  





Hiway 77 to Hiway 191    Pages 67, 68, 69





Once across Hiway 77, paved road 19, you will proceed eastward.  There are very steep sections of road here.  Several have bypasses.  I don't know if the actual gasline  would be driveable or not.   Several other places  further east would definitely not be!  .Since I was by myself  I took most go- arounds.  





In about 1 mile you will come to the first  wash that it is really possible to drive in.  On the Mammoth topo this is Cherry Valley Wash.  Our road is not on that map however, neither is it shown in Delorme. There will probably be tracks going both directions.    Go down the wash.  At .4 miles be looking for a faint road to the east that climbs out of the wash.  Climb up to the ridge and follow it south  until it drops back into the next wash to the east. This is Cottonwood Wash.   Do not continue up the gasline road past the wash.  It becomes impassable ahead.   Go up the wash or south to the power line crossing.  Exit the wash to the east  just past the power line.  You can see this powerline and the wash in Delorme.   In several miles after rolling up and down across the grain of the country, you will have the opportunity to turn eastward on the gas line again. This will happen after crossing under the power line.  The coordinates for the intersection are:  32 38.59 and 110 40.96  Proceed eastward.  Go up the steep hill , or take the by -pass, and then drop down into the big wash which is Smelter Wash.  Smelter Wash shows up in Delorme.  The two utility lines shown are Power Lines.  Turn up Smelter Wash.  In about a mile you will  come to a second power line crossing.  Exit the wash on the power line road to the east.  If you are here near the end of a day.  This is probably the last really good place to camp.   Peppersauce Wash, ahead, is not bad.  But Smelter Wash still has lots of firewood.  After Peppersauce, camping spots will be harder to find until you leave the San Pedro River Valley.  





  After traveling about 2 miles to the east, along the power line,  a decent dirt road should cross your path. As you look  to the right or southeast you should see several  large metal fuel tanks in the distance.  Leave the power line here and turn on that road towards the tanks.  You will quickly come out on a good


graded county road that connects San Manuel to Oracle.  Turn south on the graded road.   It will feel good to open the throttle to 25 or 30 mph!  In about 4 miles you will come to the crossing of another gas line road. Not only is the road pretty obvious to see, but there is a large white metal pipe frameworked cattle guard.  Turn through the cattle guard to the east. This gas line is shown on the Delorme Atlas map and on the corresponding topos.  You will pass south of the town of San Manuel which will be clearly visible.  The Galiuro Mountains are north and the Catalina Mountains are on your right.  You are in oak juniper grassland.  There are some very steep places on this road.   Again I took all bypasses.  About 4.5 miles from where you turned onto the gas line road, there is a very steep and loose down -climb.  I think that it could be treacherous if one were not careful.  Very slow and easy is called for in my opinion.  This is the drop into Peppersauce Wash.  The gasline continues, but the road does not.  The bypass is downstream aways..  Turn down into PepperSauce Wash.   It is about 3 miles to where the wash crosses under the San Manuel-Redington Road. 





 When I drove the route, I realized that I was running out of time.  I had intended to follow the gas line to its intersection with the San Pedro River and the Redington River Road.  The gas line passes through open country and the road can be challenging in places.  It was necessary for me to divert out onto better roads to cover more miles in a shorter amount of time.





Immediately after crossing under the Hiway bridge, exit the wash to the right.   This will bring you out to the county road from San Manuel to the San Pedro River.   It is about three miles down to the river road.


Turn south.  This is a wide road, but it can be very washboarded.  There will be very few places to camp along the river for the next  twenty miles or so.  There are occasional roads that lead to the east that you can drive away from the river and find acceptable areas. to put down.  You  will drive the River Road  until its name changes to Cascabel Road and then on page 68, you will come to a road to the east that is called  Three Links Road.   At this point you can escape from the river!  Proceed eastward, through a higher desert grassland  on  Three Links Road through its name change to Airport Road.  The first two thirds of this road is open country.  As you draw nearer to Wilcox,  residential areas will begin to re- appear.   Continue to the intersection of Airport Road  and Hamilton Road.  Airport is paved for a few yards on our side of Hamilton--I guess that we have to count it as another paved road number 20.   Turn north on Hamilton. for five miles to Dearing Road.  Go west on Dearing one mile to Ingram.  turn north on Ingram one mile to cross Fort Grant Road which is paved road number 21.  Go north one mile to Hardy and turn east two miles to Grannie Annie's  Orchard  (something like that!).  Turn south one mile and then turn east.  In the Delorme Book this is the eastward extension of Ellis Ranch Road( I didn't note its name at this position).





As you travel eastward, you  will pick up gas-line signs.  In about four miles as you are heading towards the site of Raso, the gasline will become more evident.   You will see a facility to the northeast in the distance.  Head toward it.   You will come to a fence.  Go through it.   Stay on the gasline road as you pick up a power line.   For a while you will be very close to the Interstate.  The gasline road is not shown in the Atlas. It does appear on these topos:  Wilcox North, Railroad Pass, Monk Draw.  As you turn northward, you will be crossing the grain of the country again.   There will be a lot of nice washes to camp in.    In several miles you will cross Monk Ranch Road .  There is a microwave tower here.  From the tops of the hills, there are nice views to the east to the Dos Cabezas and beyond. 





It is about 6 miles north of Monk Ranch Road that you will come to forest road 662.  Turn east about 1/2 mile to Hiway 191 which  is heading north to Safford.  Cross over the hiway, which is paved road number 22  the last paved road we cross before New Mexico.  When I passed  here at Easter, there was a fellow camped in a covered wagon.  He is kind of famous.   He is quite elderly and lives entirely on people's generosity.  He moves between Arizona and New Mexico.  I didn't stop and talk to him.  In retrospect, I wished that I would have. 





From Hiway 191, it is about 8 miles down to the Arizona Eastern Railroad Line.  Cross the tracks and take the road northeastward  that is better traveled.  In a mile or so you will see some large trees and a long earthen dam.  You will drive across the dam.  On the Fisher Hills topo, this is called HX Dam.  The times that I have been here, there has been no water  in the "lake".  It would be very large if it did contain water.   After crossing the dam you will  turn to the northeast to Foote Ranch which is on the Ryan Draw map.  The ranch is abandoned, with many older car bodies scattered in the area.  In the Atlas, this is at the intersection of Graham County Road coming north out of Bowie and the road coming northeastward from the unmarked lake east of the tracks.  I have been a couple of directions out of Foote Ranch.  By working your way northeastward, you can come out at Flowing Wells in the Delorme Book.  This is now called Hot Well Dunes Off Road Recreational Area.  This is an interesting area with a BLM campground and hot tubs developed around the hot water coming from a well drilled early in the 1900's.  When I actually drove the complete route across the state, I went a different direction.  I turned south from Foote Ranch on the Graham County Road  about two miles to the Graham County-Cochise County Line.  I then turned eastward on the road paralleling the boundary on the north side.  The road deteriorates into a pretty obscure double track.  In about four to five miles you cross Fan Road, a major road coming out of Bowie.  I think that the modern name for this road is Haeckel Road.   It is a high speed county road.  Continue east across Fan Road.  Our road is now much improved.





In about three miles, you will turn north on Hackberry Road.   It is not signed, but it is the road shown in Delorme as going north to Rabbit Farm and Whitlock Cienega and on to Hiway 70.   The country out here is Chihuahuan scrub desert--not many trees.  You will come to one oasis however, with water and trees--pretty neat.  It is called the Chaney Place on the Martin Well Topo.   The road has areas of very soft and very dusty silt.  You can create incredible clouds of  dust!   I imagine that it could be very slippery if it were wet.   Pay attention to the maps and make sure that you get to Whitlock Cienega.  There is a major turn off that will lead you to the northwest.  This confusion will happen around the Rabbit Farm.





From the turn-off to Parks Lake it will be about 6 miles north to Hackberry Ranch.   Since I was now limited by time I continued north.  More primitive roads go north from Parks Lake to Sand Well and then northward to the utility line coming west out of  Duncan. The ranch is located on the Delorme map at the intersection to Sand Well. This appears to be a prosperous operation.  You will go through the gate, pass right in front the of the ranch house and continue north.   From Hackberry Ranch north on Hackberry Road, it is between 5 and 6 miles to intersect  the cross-country gas line.  Turn east on the gas-line.  Once again, the line is not shown continuing  more than a few miles west of Duncan.  The road is pretty primitive.   It will be abut 9 miles on pretty rough 2wd roads to cross to the east side of the Peloncillo Mountains.   You will see Duncan in the distance.   Follow the turn of the gasline to the southeast towards the old booster station site.  Cross the site and stay on the gasline road.  You will now be crossing a "badlands" area of very fine silt dirt.  If it is wet, it probably will be impassable.  There are several very severe washouts.  One I had to bypass, by driving cross-country to the east,  driving across a ravine and then making my way through the desert back to the gasline.  There are several gates to go through.  Along the way, you will see the remains of several rock walls that were put up by the WPA or CCC guys.  About  5 miles from the booster station, you will cross the railroad tracks.  Stay on the gasline.  In a mile or so, you will cross into New Mexico.  The co-ordinates are at about  32 36 and 109 03.  I continued southeastward from the tracks about 4 or 5   miles to a cross road that I then turned eastward on until I came to Hiway 70.    Apparently this road was once paved but now is essentially dirt.  This can be seen on the New Mexico Atlas on page 44.  The road intersects with hiway 70 just south of road 92 that goes to Virden New Mexico.





At this point, my odometer showed a total of more than 500 miles.  The driving on pavement consisted of .5 miles at Gillespie Dam, .1 on 238 near Estrella, .1 to go under I-8, .9 to cross over I-10 and ..2 on Tiger Mine Road.  There were also about 22 roads that were directly crossed at approximately  30 feet each for a total of about 660 feet.  We should also count the approximately  200 feet coming off the Colorado River Bridge into Arizona   So the total driving on pavement seems to be really close to about 2 miles.








I hope that this information is helpful.                                   


If I can answer any questions or be of any assistance,   I am at    parkse@theriver.com





Ernie Parks


